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REGISTER, or within 30 calendar days of
the publication of a public notice of a
proposed amendment not requiring
preparation of an environmental im-
pact statement. Within 10 days after
the close of the objection period, the
Responsible Official shall publish no-
tice of all objections in the local news-
paper of record. An objection must be
filed with the reviewing officer identi-
fied in the notice and contain:

(1) The name, mailing address, and
telephone number of the person filing
the objection;

(2) A specific statement of the basis
for each objection; and

(3) A description of the objector’s
participation in the planning process
for the proposed amendment or revi-
sion, including a copy of any relevant
documents submitted during the plan-
ning process.

(b) Objectors may request meetings
with the reviewing officer and the re-
sponsible official to discuss the objec-
tion, to narrow the issues, agree on
facts, and explore opportunities for res-
olution. The reviewing officer must
allow other interested persons to par-
ticipate in such meetings. An inter-
ested person must file a request to par-
ticipate in an objection within ten days
after publication of the notice of objec-
tion as described in paragraph (a) of
this section.

(¢c) The reviewing officer must re-
spond, in writing, to an objection with-
in a reasonable period of time and may
respond to all objections in one re-
sponse. The reviewing officer’s re-
sponse regarding an objection is the
final decision of the Department of Ag-
riculture.

(d) The responsible official may not
approve a proposed amendment or revi-
sion until the reviewing officer has re-
sponded to all objections. A decision by
the responsible official approving an
amendment or revision must be con-
sistent with the reviewing officer’s re-
sponse to objections to the proposed
amendment or revision.

(e) Where the Forest Service is a par-
ticipant in a multi-agency decision
subject to objection under this subpart,
the responsible official and reviewing
officer may waive the objection proce-
dures of this subpart to adopt the ad-
ministrative review procedure of an-
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other participating federal agency, if
the responsible official and the respon-
sible official of the other agencies
agree to provide a joint response to
those who have filed for administrative
review of the multi-agency decision.

(f) The information collection re-
quirements of this section have been
approved by the Office of Management
and Budget and assigned control num-
ber 0596-0158.

§219.33 Appeals of site-specific deci-
sions.

If a site-specific decision is proposed
in conjunction with a plan amendment
or revision, a person may object to the
proposed plan amendment or revision
as described in (§219.32). If a decision is
made to authorize a site-specific ac-
tion, a person may request administra-
tive review of that decision as de-
scribed in 36 CFR part 215.

APPLICABILITY AND TRANSITION

§219.34 Applicability.

The provisions of this subpart are ap-
plicable to all units of the National
Forest System as defined by 16 U.S.C.
1609.

§219.35 Transition.

(a) The transition period begins on
November 9, 2000, and ends upon the
completion of the revision process
(§219.9) for each unit of the National
Forest System. During the transition
period, the responsible official must
consider the best available science in
implementing and, if appropriate,
amending the plan.

(b) Until the Department promul-
gates superseding planning regulations
pursuant to the National Forest Man-
agement Act, a responsible official
may elect to continue or to initiate
new plan amendments or revisions
under the 1982 planning regulations in
effect prior to November 9, 2000 (See 36
CFR parts 200 to 299, Revised as of July
1, 2000), or the responsible official may
conduct the amendment or revision
process in conformance with the provi-
sions of this subpart.

(c) If a review of lands not suited for
timber production is required before
the completion of the revision process,
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the review must take place as de-
scribed by the provisions of §219.28, ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (b) of
this section.

(d) The date by which site-specific
decisions made by the responsible offi-
cial must be in conformance with the
provisions of this subpart is extended
from November 9, 2003, until the De-
partment promulgates superseding
planning regulations pursuant to the
National Forest Management Act.

(e) Within 1 year of November 9, 2000,
the Regional Forester must withdraw
the regional guide. When a regional
guide is withdrawn, the Regional For-
ester must identify the decisions in the
regional guide that are to be trans-
ferred to a regional supplement of the
Forest Service directive system (36
CFR 200.4) or to one or more plans and
give notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER of
these actions. The transfer of direction
from a regional guide to a regional sup-
plement of the Forest Service directive
system or to one or more plans does
not constitute an amendment, revision,
or site-specific action subject to Forest
Service NEPA procedures.

(f) Within 3 years after completion of
the revision process for a unit, the re-
sponsible official must complete the
first monitoring and evaluation report
as required in §219.11(f).

(g) Within 1 year of November 9, 2000,
the Chief of the Forest Service must
establish a schedule for completion of
the revision process for each unit of
the National Forest System.

APPENDIX A TO §219.35

INTERPRETIVE RULE RELATED TO

§219.35(B)
The Department is making explicit
its preexisting understanding of

§219.35(b) with regard to the appeal or
objection procedures that may be ap-
plied to amendments or revisions of
land and resource management plans
during the transition from the appeal
procedures in effect prior to November
9, 2000, to the objection procedures of
§219.32 as follows:

1. During the transition period, the
option to proceed under the 1982 regu-
lations or under the provisions of this
subpart specifically includes the option
to select either the objection proce-
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dures of this subpart or the optional
appeal procedures published at 54 FR
3357 (January 23, 1989), as amended at
54 FR 13807 (April 5, 1989); 54 FR 34509
(August 21, 1989); 55 FR 7895 (March 6,
1990); 56 FR 4918 (February 6, 1991); 56
FR 46550 (September 13, 1991); and 58
FR 58915 (November 4, 1993).

APPENDIX B TO §219.35

INTERPRETATIVE RULE RELATED TO
§219.35(A) AND (B)

The Department is clarifying the in-
tent of the transition provisions of
paragraphs (a) and (b) of §219.35 with
regard to the consideration and use of
the best available science to inform
project decisionmaking that imple-
ments a land management plan as fol-
lows:

1. Under the transition provisions of
paragraph (a), the responsible official
must consider the best available
science in implementing and, if appro-
priate, in amending existing plans.
Paragraph (b) allows the responsible of-
ficial to elect to prepare plan amend-
ments and revisions using the provi-
sions of the 1982 planning regulation
until a new final planning rule is
adopted.

2. Until a new final rule is promul-
gated, the transition provisions of
§219.35 remain in effect. The 1982 rule is
not in effect. During the transition pe-
riod, responsible officials may use the
provisions of the 1982 rule to prepare
plan amendments and revisions.
Projects implementing land manage-
ment plans must comply with the tran-
sition provisions of §219.35, but not any
other provisions of the 2000 planning
rule. Projects implementing land man-
agement plans and plan amendments,
as appropriate, must be developed con-
sidering the best available science in
accordance with §219.35(a). Projects im-
plementing land management plans
must be consistent with the provisions
of the governing plan.

DEFINITIONS

§219.36 Definitions.

Definitions of the special terms used
in this subpart are set out in alphabet-
ical order in this section as follows:
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